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I AM RESPONSIBLE, 
when anyone, anywhere reaches out 
for help, I want the hand of A A  always 
to be there  And for that:

I AM RESPONSIBLE.
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VOL 24 NO 03INFORMATION AND INSPIRATION

A.A. LITERATURE:

continued on page 2

“And I thought of the finger of God determining our 
course as individuals, as a fellowship, and in our 
relation to the world about us. Clearly, I thought, 
the Twelve Steps of A.A. must have been spiritually 
conceived to meet a serious and growing challenge to 
all of us, non-alcoholic as well as alcoholic. What is 
that challenge? It is the challenge to a generation that 
would deny the spiritual basis for human existence and 
accept in its place a currently socially accepted basis 
that is mechanistic and materialistic. It is a challenge to 
which A.A. will never yield, for the tenant of its faith, 
and indeed, its existence is found on the certainty of a 
spiritual basis for life on Earth.”

-Bernard B. Smith, Former Chair, Board of Trustees
– A.A. Comes of Age, pp. 274-275

“Bill Wilson warned us that if A.A. is ever destroyed, 
it will be from the inside out. We have to be careful of 
stuff like this. We are a spiritual fellowship that has to 
stay principled to Truth. We have to be careful not to 
cater to the whims of a changing society. That is not our 
business. We are also not supposed to be ‘politically 
correct.’ We are not affiliated with any of that. In this 
spiritual life, there are no politics. It seems we are living 
in times where many in our society are demanding their 
share of inclusion, acceptance, recognition, etc. That is 
separative; not inclusive. The cry seems to be, ‘I must 
find some social group to fit into so I can belong.’ You 
already belong! We in A.A. know that because we find 
God, who has accepted us all along.”

-Sarah



“The Bible has been re-translated over and over and the 
words have been re-interpreted over the years. Is that good 
or bad? It’s not up to me. If God allows the changes, it is 
my assignment to accept those changes and to act in a way 
that reflects the Holy Spirit that is within me from birth, 
regardless of the words written and interpreted by many 
different people.”

- A.A. Member

“…So, on my journey preparing to serve on the 
Conference Literature Committee, 43 days from now, 
I invite you to share my personal mission statement: to 
avoid contempt even after investigation; to look for the 
similarities, while respectfully listening to the differences; 
to focus on the literature inventory, not another person’s 
inventory; to not leave five minutes before the miracle of 
creating and amending new inclusive literature; and to 
judiciously form opinions only after reading ALL of the 
background information…”

-Ed L., MSCA 09, Panel 70 Delegate

“If there are those in A.A. that take issue with how they 
perceive to be represented, why not change the wording 
that is inclusive for everyone? There are many laws and 
regulations in society that need to be brought into the 
modern age, provided it’s done without an agenda and 
it makes common sense to do so. I don’t see the harm in 
A.A. being included in that approach.”

- A.A. Member

“We should work to not be distracted from our primary 
purpose. I need not weigh in on matters if my only talking 
points revolve around my personal opinions, preferences 
and views. We come to A.A. to find a Power which will 
solve our problem. While the outside world changes, we in 
A.A. must put aside personal beliefs in order to preserve 
a program that has helped so many alcoholics recover 
from a seemingly hopeless state of mind and body. Our 
feelings should not determine whether or not we change 
the language in our literature; the traditions determine our 
course of action. Regardless of whether or not a tradition 
supports a change, we should avoid making changes if any 
traditions will be broken in the process. We must avoid 
being swayed or distracted by outside issues. It does not 
concern us.”

- A.A. Member

“Being wrecked in the same vessel, being restored and 
united under one God, with hearts and minds attuned to the 
welfare of others, the things which matter so much to some 
people no longer signify much to them. How could they?”

-A Vision for You, pp. 161

“Instead of changing our literature, perhaps we should 
allow our literature to change us.”

- A.A. Member 

“My question is: how bad do you want to get sober? As a 
former atheist, much of the language did not land with me. 
As a woman, the same was true.  My sponsor schooled me 
on the history of A.A. and its authors. They shared their 
experience, strength and hope. Their ESH reflected their 
place in this world and represented the first 100 folks that 
worked this program. It is a historical document and is no 
different than any other piece of literature. We cannot just 
go around changing novels we don’t like so we can better 
identify with the characters. It is not ours to change.”

-Lynn

“As a transgender woman, I don’t have a problem with the 
first 164 pages of the book. Once you know the context, 
it’s like OK, I get it. My friends in the fellowship call 
me by my preferred pronouns. I’m not even sure if they 
agree with my choices. I’m sure that they respect me and 
support my sobriety.  Do I feel different? Sometimes. Am 
I an alcoholic? Yes. Sometimes that’s the only thing that 
makes me feel ‘the same,’ but that’s enough. That’s why 
I’m here. I’d really like to see stories added that include 
my community. I think it has a place there and would be of 
value to many. I hope to see it in the 5th edition!”

- A.A. Member
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Say Goodbye

Barely Breathing, on the floor.

Heart is stopping, take no more.

Tears flowing down my cheek.

Soft whispers when I speak.

Chest beating loud and strong.

Where could I have gone so wrong?

The future is bleak, can’t sleep a wink.

Scared, alone, at the bottom of the well.

Fighting to claw my way back out of Hell.

Electric shooting through my veins,

Inducing fierce and constant pain.

Convulsing cramps through my muscles,

Aching for that daily hustle.

God, Make me better,

Some way, some how.

Either that,

Or take me NOW.

Wounds don’t seem to heal with time.

Just say goodbye and I’ll be fine.

Roxanne S.

Events
FRIDAY - SUNDAY
MARCH 1 - 3
NIA 2024 Spring  
Conference  
& Assembly
HYATT REGENCY  
IN SCHAUMBURG
hosted by D20, D21 & D64

Flyer here: https:// 
niaspringconference.com/flyer/

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
MARCH 29 - 31
ISCYPAA 41 
THE REGENCY  
CONFERENCE  
CENTER  
IN O’FALLON 
hosted by  
Southern Illinois Bid

SATURDAY
APRIL 6TH
40th Annual 
Tri-County 
Conference
LAKELAND CHURCH
440 N. HUNT CLUB ROAD, GURNEE, IL
hosted by Kenosha & Racine counties in WI & Lake County in IL

Speakers, banquet, chili lunch,  
Alcathon, Al-Anon, panels
www.tri-countyconference.com 

SUNDAY APRIL 7TH
Ladies Annual  
Sereni-Tea 
ANTIOCH TOWNSHIP BUILDING
1625 DEEP LAKE ROAD, LAKE VILLA, IL
Join us for a delightful Sunday afternoon with
friends sharing fun, food, and fellowship. Enjoy a 
variety of treats, raffle prizes , and special speaker.
This is an open speaker meeting. All are welcome.

Social Hour                                            1:30 p m 
Speaker / Steph M                                  2:30 p m 
Tickets                                          $10 per person

Jean S                                         847-732-4574
Lori S                                         224-426-9447

HATS ENCOURAGED!

3

Registration

Rooms

Pre-
registration 
and Room 
Reservations 

Step 3  
Made a decision to turn our will and 
our lives over to the care of God as 
we understood Him 

Tradition 3  
The only requirement for A A  membership 
is a desire to stop drinking 

Concept 3   
To insure effective leadership, we should endow 
each element of A A —the Conference, the General 
Service Board and its service corporations, staffs, 
committees, and executives — with a traditional 
“Right of Decision ” 



Correction Notice: Language In and Around A.A., Feb. 2024, Vol. 24 
No. 02, pp. 1. This work was improperly credited. The author of this 
article was Bill L. Our apologies!

CONTENT DEADLINE MONDAY, MARCH 18. Any A A  may contribute   1. Go to district10nia org  2. Click “District 
Services and Committees”, then “Newsletter”   3. Provide name, email or phone, in case of questions   4. Type/Paste your 
content  Click “Select”  That’s it!  WEBSITES www district10nia org  www aa-nia org  www aa org  www aagrapevine org  
DISTRICT 10 P O  Box 854, Libertyville, IL 60048 NORTHERN ILLINOIS AREA 20 P O  Box 808, Streamwood, IL 60107  
GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE James A  Farley Station, P O  Box 2407  New York, NY 10163  aa org/aa-contributions-self-support
Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the opinions of A.A., NIA, District 10 or Conscious Contact volunteers.

Next District Meeting
SUNDAY, MARCH 24  St. Gilbert Catholic Church  Grayslake, IL
5:30 p.m.  Traditions Meeting   6:00 p.m.  Hybrid Meeting

877-893-1212
DISTRICT 10 ANSWERING SERVICE
Volunteers Needed!

Web Exclusive!

Meeting 
Spotlight
SATURDAY
8:30 A.M. 
12 Steps / 12 Traditions -  
Lead & Discussion (Closed)
SERENITY HOUSE, LIBERTYVILLE 
This meeting is still operating but is 
in need of support due to low attendance! 

MONDAYS & THURSDAYS  
7:00 – 8:00 P.M.
Corrections - meetings are 
happening at Lake County Jail! 
NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

Documents are live & downloadable via link:
https://district10nia.org/committees/ 
corrections-committee/
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District 10 Updates
 •  Donated $2,000 to GSO in December 2023  

 • Donated $2,000 to GSO in February 2024  

 •  Roughly 80% of A.A. meetings in District 10 
are WITHOUT GSRs – please consider giving your 
group a voice and become your group’s next GSR  

 •  There are many open committee positions.  
Currently, those serving on other committees are 
helping to fill the gaps. These positions don’t require  
a ton of time. If you would like to stand for a position 
– or want additional information – please consider 
attending the next District 10 meeting  

 •  Summer Picnic will be on Saturday, August 17, 2024. 

 •  Fall Breakfast will be on Sunday, October 20, 2024 


